
 

“The hand of the Lord feeds us;  

he answers all our needs.” 

 August 2, 2020—Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



From Our Director of Outreach & Justice Ministry: Claire DesHotels  

In today’s gospel we read about the feeding of the five thousand. The story re-

counts the miracle of Jesus to transform five loaves of bread and two fish into 

enough food to feed the entire crowd with some to spare. Though the story seems 

straightforward – there was not enough to eat and then there was an abundance – 

Matthew also leaves many of the details to our imaginations. A major takeaway of 

this miracle is that Jesus will provide for and nourish us, but we miss the larger 

lesson if we leave it at that. This story also sheds critical light on how we under-

stand scarcity and abundance. 

In our world, we often understand abundance as having a lot of something – of 

food, wealth, property, etc. Often it seems we equate abundance with excess. It 

seems Matthew knew this about the world when he wrote his gospel. Directly be-

fore today’s story about the loaves and fishes, we read about Herod’s birthday cele-

bration, which we can only imagine was a lavish party with generous amounts of 

food, drink, and entertainment. In the material world, this kind of party may be 

considered abundant in its excesses. However, Matthew does not describe the party 

as abundant. Rather he illustrates that this party ended in the death of John the Baptist. It is from this image of death amidst lav-

ishness that we enter the story of the loaves and fishes, ready to reconsider what Jesus means by abundance.  

In Matthew’s account of the feeding of the five thousand, we read that the disciples, to address the crowd’s need to eat that 

evening, suggest the people are sent away “so that they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves” (14:15). This seems a 

common response when we are met with scarcity – there is not enough, so you must seek resources elsewhere. Those of us that 

experience food insecurity or seek other forms of assistance know this response well. Rather than accepting the view that the food 

they did have, five loaves and two fish, was not enough and they must go elsewhere, Jesus takes a different approach.  Jesus sees 

the five loaves and two fish as something rather a scarcity equivalent to nothing. We read that Jesus “said a blessing, broke the 

loaves, and gave them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds” (14:19) and then are told that “they all ate and were 

satisfied” (14:20). What exactly happened between the blessing, breaking, passing, and eating Matthew leaves as a mystery.  

Clearly Matthew’s writing echoes the actions of the last supper. The mystery of how five loaves and two fish fed over five 

thousand people parallels the mystery of how the bread and wine are transformed to feed us as Eucharist. Like the Eucharist, the 

mystery is not just about a transformation of substance – it is primarily about the transformation of people, the transformation of 

communities. For Jesus to tell the disciples to turn towards community and use what we have collectively is a transformative ap-

proach to scarcity. Our capitalistic systems are founded on the idea that we live in scarcity, and the solution is to produce and gain 

more as individuals – individual wealth and individual prosperity. The demand to have more leads to idolizing excess and lavish-

ness. But as illustrated in the death of John the Baptist at Herod’s party, this lavishness does not lead to the life Jesus preaches. 

Abundance is not found at this lavish party. Rather, abundance is found in the wilderness, in the crowd that gathers as communi-

ty. 

Abundance is not earning and producing lavish amounts of things. Abundance is not every person seeking for themselves. 

Jesus, in his command to “give them some food yourselves” (14:16), in his blessing, breaking, and sharing, commands that for 

abundance – for all to be satisfied – we must turn towards one another. We are not told how the crowd participates in this abun-

dance, but I must believe compassion, sharing, and giving freely to one another is part of the mystery. To turn towards communi-

ty, to pool our resources, gifts, and strengths, to share without fear and trust that there is enough without sending others away – 

this is gospel abundance.  

It is important to note that gospel abundance is not a naivety that there is enough when clearly there is not. Scarcity is real for 

so many of us, specifically the most marginalized of us, because we live in a world that creates scarcity. We create systems that 

take from some and do not give, that seek excess and turn people without it away. Gospel abundance says we do not have to, we 

cannot, live that way. Rather, when we seek to be transformed by Christ, we must seek to transform our communities, how we 

relate to one another and our needs, and how we bless and share resources. When we live this way, we experience true abun-

dance. 



Thanks to the many generous volunteers we are now able to welcome you back for in-person 

participation for various Liturgies. Please note that in order to attend any of the services pre-

registration is required. You may do so by going to our website or by calling the parish office at 

773-280-7700. 

Saturday Vigil Mass    4:30 pm 

In-person registration: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0444aba723a4f49-430  
 

Sunday Mass Schedule 

10:30 am 

In-person registration: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4ca8a728a0fe3-10301  

Livestream: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa2qcAfSEa_rDBwLtUGRM6g  
 

12:00 pm (Español) 

In-person registration: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4ca8a728a0fe3-1200pm  

Livestream: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa2qcAfSEa_rDBwLtUGRM6g  
 

Daily Mass (Monday– Saturday)  

9:00 am 

In-person registration: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4ca8a728a0fe3-900  

Livestream: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa2qcAfSEa_rDBwLtUGRM6g  
 

Reconciliation (Confessions) 

Tuesdays 7pm-9pm │  Saturdays 9:30am-11am 

In-person registration: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4ca8a728a0fe3-reconciliation1  
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament/ Private Prayer in the Church 

Mondays 9:30am-10:30am │  Thursdays  7pm-8pm 

In-person registration: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4ca8a728a0fe3-private  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0444aba723a4f49-430
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4ca8a728a0fe3-10301
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa2qcAfSEa_rDBwLtUGRM6g
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4ca8a728a0fe3-1200pm?fbclid=IwAR2ZTUa75Oii7AXPhFA_agQHul9Cc3B4f_MVPRZWrJyLaICSvJzG1rkJtXY
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa2qcAfSEa_rDBwLtUGRM6g
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4ca8a728a0fe3-900?fbclid=IwAR3d0GbznB7ig2E_EQPOj6kaZ7Mfih5fqo-PUpOycDA4wZflkQF5KrDP1Nw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa2qcAfSEa_rDBwLtUGRM6g
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4ca8a728a0fe3-reconciliation1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4ca8a728a0fe3-private


From Our Parish Resident: 

Fr. Anthony Gittins, CSSp 

A COMMANDMENT: “ASK, SEEK, KNOCK” 
We are all familiar with the Ten Commandments, but are we aware of the many other commandments: the com-

mandments of Jesus?  If we look through the gospel accounts, we can identify about twenty!  The one I want to 

look at in this reflection, is actually a triple commandment: “Ask,” “Seek,“ “Knock”, says Jesus (Matt 7:7).  This is 

not just an invitation; it is an imperative. So how do we measure up to this command? 
 

Let’s ask ourselves: do we ask, seek, knock?  The more we think about it, the more we might realize something 

quite important: this is a call to be vulnerable and straight forward: whoever fails to be so is unlikely to obey this 

commandment. 
 

Who asks?  People who do not already have the answer they seek; people who need help from other people.  But 

oftentimes we fail to ask because we do not want to show our ignorance or dependence on someone else.  Or per-

haps we are unwilling to expose our ignorance, especially before someone consider less than our equal.  There is a 

degree of pride here, but also a spirit of unpleasant independence that is ultimately rather arrogant, too.  But Jesus 

says to us all, “ask, and you shall receive,” whether that is directly from God, or indirectly through the people will-

ing to help us.  Implied by the commandment is that each of us needs to ask from time to time.  We do not have all 

the answers, but they are usually available from someone not far away: a neighbor. 
 

Jesus commands us to seek.  When do we need to do that?  When we are lost, disoriented, mentally exhausted, 

physically needy.  But some people do not seek help, or explicitly refuse it.  When lost or incapacitated, they are 

either determined to manage on their own, or they simply give up.  People who will not ask for help have lost 

their sense of belonging to a group: they are isolated and lonely.  And this is not a human way to live.  “No man 

[woman] is an Island, entire of itself,” as John Donne reminds us. 
 

Finally, Jesus invites – commands – us to ask, and we shall receive. This is a tricky one for people who think it is 

better (ie. more virtuous) to give than to receive.  But although St. Paul assures is that Jesus says giving is better 

than receiving (Acts 20:35), we have no record of Jesus actually saying it.  If everyone were to be a giver, who 

would be a receiver?  And vice versa.   People who strive only to give, implicitly want to remain in control, inde-

pendent.  But independence without interdependence (mutuality) is not what the gospel teaches.  St. Paul says, 

“owe nobody anything – except the debt of mutual love” (Rom 13:8).  We are not monads but people in society.  

Yet our own culture preaches independence --  but at the cost of mutuality.  But everyone is capable of receiving.  

Nobody wants to be entirely dependent on another, and everyone has the capacity to be a giver.  Even an honest 

“thank you” is like a return gift.  But in my (British) culture, the conventional response by a gift-giver, is “don’t 

mention it” which effectively closes the interaction and concludes the brief encounter, leaving the donor in a su-

perior, dominant position, which can be demeaning and dismissive of the recipient. 

 

Anthony J. Gittins, CSSp                    anthonygittins@aol.com 



Prayer Requests for Week of August 2, 2020 

PRAY 

          Readings for the Week of August 

Sunday, August 2 Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-18; Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21 

Monday, August 3 Jer 28:1-17; Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102; Mt 14:22-36 

Tuesday, August 4 Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Ps 102:16-21, 29, 22-23; Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 

Wednesday, August 5 Jer 31:1-7; Jer 31:10-12ab, 13; Mt 15:21-28 

Thursday, August 6 Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16-19; Mt 17:1-9 

Friday, August 7 Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7; Dt 32:35cd-36ab, 39abcd, 41; Mt 16:24-28 

Saturday, August 8 Hb 1:12 — 2:4; Ps 9:8-13; Mt 17:14-20 

Next Sunday, August 9 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9-14; Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33 

The following are prayer requests we have received from the Saint 
Mary of the Lake community. Please keep them in your prayers. 

 
Deceased 

+Albert M. Cernicky +Amedeo & Luigia Fioravanti 

+Rebecca Herbig +Ginnette Songa Songa 

+Thomas Towers 

Other 

Marta & Miguel Alducin Delgado 

Daleyza Jimenez Yadira & Henoc Romero 

Mary Jean Smith 

 
To request a prayer intention please visit https://

www.saintmarys.org/candle.html  

It has been one year since Fr. Manny arrived at Saint Mary of the Lake to serve as pastor. As we look towards the 

future, would you please take five minutes to give us some feedback on Fr. Manny’s first year and what we need to 

do to strengthen our community? Please click here: 
https://smol.wufoo.com/forms/x1eygy6y0m2i58f/ 

https://www.saintmarys.org/candle.html
https://www.saintmarys.org/candle.html
https://smol.wufoo.com/forms/x1eygy6y0m2i58f/


Serve 

Pop Up Pantry Statistics 

16,581 individuals in our City have been served 

over the last seven weeks through the generosity 
of people in our community.  

THANK YOU! 
Week 1 – April 19:  3,420 people served 

 from 85 different zip codes  

by 70 community volunteers 

Week 2 – April 26: 3,022 people served 

 from 88 different zip codes  

by 80 community volunteers 

Week 3 – May 3: 3,013 people served  

from 97 different zip codes  

by 86 community volunteers 

Week 4 – May 10: 1,427 people served  

from 60 different zip codes  

by 80 community volunteers 

Week 5 – May 17: 1,388 people served  

from 52 different zip codes  

by 69 community volunteers 

Week 6 – May 24: 956 people served  

from 52 different zip codes  

by 65 community volunteers 

Week 7 – May 31: 879 people served  

from 52 different zip codes  

by 65 community volunteers 

Week 8 – June 7: 698 people served  

from 31 different zip codes  

by 33 community volunteers 

Week 9 – June 14: 706 people served  

from 28 different zip codes  

by 29 community volunteers 

Week 10 – June 21:  577 people served  

from 31 different zip codes  

by 16 community volunteers 

Week 10 – June 28:  495 people served  

from 31 different zip codes  

by 18 community volunteers 

To support our work visit:  

www.saintmarys.org/give.html 



PRAY 

Join us for our Live-stream masses and reflections: 

https://www.facebook.com/ 
SaintMaryOfTheLake/ 

https://bit.ly/349Knww 

Weekday Mass 

Mondays through Saturdays  

Live-stream at 9am CST 

Sunday Mass 

Live-stream at 10:30am CST in English 

Live-stream at 12pm  CST in Spanish 

LENT ALMSGIVING 

Before Covid-19 hit, Saint Mary of the Lake had se-

lected the Kolbe House, the Prison Ministry of the 

Archdiocese of Chicago, for our communal Almsgiv-

ing during Lent 2020. We distributed cans for your 

collection. You can now return those cans with your 

donation during Mass or they can be dropped off at 

the office Monday through Friday 9am to 5pm and 

Saturdays and Sundays from 9am to 2pm. 

 

Thank you! 

VIRTUAL ROSARY 
Monday—Friday  5:00 pm  

Pray the rosary via Zoom:  

https://www.facebook.com/SaintMaryOfTheLake/
https://www.facebook.com/SaintMaryOfTheLake/
https://bit.ly/349Knww
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLMYG8apoCQ


 

 

Weekend Associates 

Fr. James T. Baraniak, O. Praem. 
Fr. Jim Prehn, S.J. 

Fr. Michael Knotek 
Resident: Fr. Tony Gittins, CSSp 

Deacons 

Ubaldo & Socorro Muñoz 
William Pyrek 

Outreach & Justice Ministry 

Claire DesHotels 
cdeshotels@saintmarys.org 

Music Ministry 

Connor Ford 
cford@saintmarys.org 

Administrative Assistants 

Mary Carravallah 
mcarravallah@saintmarys.org 

 

Diego Garcia, 
dgarcia@saintmarys.org 

 

Darlene Kelly 
dkelly@saintmarys.org 

 

 

School Principal 

Christine Boyd 
cboyd@saintmarys.org 

Fr. Manuel Dorantes, Pastor 
mdorantes@saintmarys.org 

4220 North Sheridan Road Chicago, IL 60613 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9am—5pm 
773-280-7700 │ www.saintmarys.org 

  

July 4-5, 2020 

 4:30pm Mass $ 1,912 

 10:30am Mass $ 1,124 

 12pm Spanish Mass   $ 1,011 

 E-giving $      1,834  

TOTAL:   $      5,881  
 

July 11-12, 2020 

 4:30pm Mass $ 153 

 10:30am Mass $ 3,586 

 12pm Spanish Mass   $ 514 

 E-giving $      2,780  

TOTAL:   $     7,033   

July 18-19, 2020 

 4:30 pm Mass $ 688 

 10:30am Mass $ 780 

 12pm Spanish Mass   $       445 

 E-giving $      3,015 

TOTAL:   $      4,928 
 

July 25-26, 2020 

 4:30 pm Mass $ 1,069 

 10:30am Mass $ 1,254 

 12pm Spanish Mass   $       522 

 E-giving $      2,520 

TOTAL:   $      5,365 
 

WEEKLY NEED: $ 10,561.00 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS 

Since COVID19 an average of 
68 Parish Families 

Contribute towards the Mission of 
Saint Mary’s on a weekly basis. 

 

With the cancellation of all in-person liturgical celebra-
tions, we continue to receive donations via regular mail 
or online. Before the stay-at-home mandate, we almost 
reached 70% of our weekly need. Currently, our weekly 
need is not being met—but our bills remain.  
Please consider joining these 68 generous parish families 
in supporting our Mission. 
 TO DONATE ONLINE 

To donate directly from your bank account at no cost to you 
and no cost to our parish please use Zelle Quick Pay.  

Send your donation to donate@saintmarys.org 

To donate using a Credit Card please visit our website or sign 

up at https://abundant.co/stmaryofthelake/give 

THANK YOU ! 

Summer Pastoral Assistants: Hunter D’Armond, S.J. │ Justin Kelly, S.J  

    Danilo Mendoza Rugama, S.J. | Marco Machado, S.J.  

http://www.smolchicago.com/
https://abundant.co/stmaryofthelake/give

